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2D continuum quantum gravity

F. David, March 17, 2014 Quantum Gravity in Paris 2014

Integral over 2D Riemannian metrics + matter fields
Z
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A fairly well understood theory

lundi 17 mars 14



Functional integral over 2d Riemannian metrics, conformal gauge
                                                

Faddeev-Popov ghost systems leads to effective action for the 
remaining conformal factor

Liouville theory: conformally invariant theory

Real positive action for 
Non-critical strings: conformal mode + tachyon background
No matter fields: pure gravity

F. David, March 17, 2014 Quantum Gravity in Paris 2014
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For

If matter fields taken to be 25 bosons = space coordinates X

The conformal mode plays the rôle of real time T

One recovers the critical bosonic string in the flat Minkowski 
background !
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2D discrete quantum gravity

Discretize metric  Random planar lattices (maps)

Les cartes comme discrétisation des surfaces aléatoires

Sommer sur les surfaces aléatoires est une
opération mathématiquement mal définie.
Idée (1985) : considérer une somme finie sur
des surfaces discrètes (les cartes), dont on
fera in fine tendre la taille vers l’infini.
Pour calculer ces sommes sur les cartes, les
intégrales de matrices sont un outil très
e�cace !

V. Kazakov F. David J. Ambjørn, B. Durhuus, J. Fröhlich

Jérémie Bouttier (IPhT/DMA) Cartes aléatoires et gravité quantique 3 avril 2013 15 / 32

Courtesy Nicolas Curien et al.
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Also fairly well understood
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2 dim gravity

Continuous 2d gravity

Liouville theory
&

Conformal field theories

Topological gravity

SLE, GFF and all that

QFT
CFT

integrability

conformal invariance
probabilities

Random matrices

Planar maps
(diagrams)

Discrete 2d gravity 

Brownian trees
and all that 

combinatorics

Cori-Vauquelin-
Schaeffer-....
bijections

combinatorics
probabilities

KPZ relations

recursion relations
integrability

Still lacking: a constructive link between
the discrete and the continuous

formulations
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The Koebe-Andreev-Thurston theorem

(a) (b)

2v

v1

v3

v3
v3

(c) (d)

Figure 3: A circle packing approximation of a triply connected domain, its nerve, its completion
to a triangulation of S2, and a combinatorially equivalent circle packing; (a)-(c) are from Oded’s
thesis; thanks to Andrey Mishchenko for creating (d)
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There is a bijection between triangulations  and circle 
packings, modulo SL(2,C) Möbius transformations

Illustrations borrowed to Schramm & Mishenko
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A generalisation of circle packings: circle patterns
The angles of intersection of the circles are given.

Find the circle pattern and the radii.

circle packing = circle patterns
with angles 0 or        only⇡/2

Theorem of existence and unicity
(I. Rivin 1994,  Ann. of Math.)

F. David, March 3, 2014 Mathematical Physics Seminar, IPhT SaclayF. David, March 17, 2014 Quantum Gravity in Paris 2014
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angle              fixed
adjust the radii R, R’, ...
so that angles at faces 
F, F’, ... = 2⇡

↵, ↵0, · · ·

Minimize w.r.t. R, R’, ... a 
convex functional

involving the hyperbolic 
volumes of the triangles

(Colin de Verdière)

�[{R}; {↵}]

(A,F, F 0)
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Random Delaunay triangulations

Consider an abstract triangulation of the sphere T
+ angles     attached to the edges e of T
such that at each vertex

✓e X

e!v

✓e = 2⇡

Theorem: there is a unique (mod. SL(2,C)) Delaunay triangulation 
in the complex plane such that the circle angles are ✓⇤e = ⇡ � ✓e

Sphere Plane

✓1
✓1 ✓3

✓3

✓5

✓5
✓6

✓6

✓2
✓2

✓4

✓4
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Voronoï tessellation and Delaunay triangulation in the plane

No vertex of a triangle must be inside the circumscribed circle to any 
another triangle

From Wikimedia Commons
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✓e
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A triangulation is Delaunay if and only if f all
 
Warning! not all planar triangulations T admit               
such that

Triangulations with loops or multiple links are excluded 

But one expects that admissible          are generic and in 
the same universality class than generic planar 
triangulations and general planar maps (more later...).       

✓ = {✓e}X

e!v

✓e = 2⇡

(T,✓)

✓e 2 [0,⇡)
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Take as initial measure on triangulations the uniform measure on
triangulations and the flat measure on the angles 

Question: which measure does this induce on Delaunay 
triangulations? For this consider N+3 points, 3 fixed by 

Figure 2: The triangles f and f ′, circumscribed circles C and C′ and angle ✓ and
✓∗ = ⇡ − ✓ associated to an edge e = (z

1

, z
2

) of a Delaunay triangulation. R and R′ are
the radii of the circles C and C′. 2triangle-1

Since the SL(2,C) invariance allows to fix 3 points in the triangulations, from now
on we work with triangulations and points ensembles with M = N + 3 points.

For this, we start from the uniform flat measure on T̃N+3.
Definition 2.1 We take the measure µ(T̃ ) = µ(T, d✓)) on T̃N+3 to be the discrete
uniform measure on triangulations (as in random planar map ensembles) times the
flat Lebesgue measure on the angles ✓(e)’s (constrained by (2.1)):

µ(T̃ ) = µ(T, d✓)) = uniform(T ) �
e∈E(T )

d✓(e) �
v∈V(T )

� ��
e�v

✓(e) − 2⇡� (2.3)

The uniform(T ) term in general takes into account the symmetry factor of T . If we
choose a point v∞, it is always equal to one. It is known that the space T̃N+3 is made
of the small pieces T̃ (T ) associated to each triangulation T , glued at their boundary
where one of the ✓(e) = 0, and where a flip of the edge e ∈ E(T ) ↔ e′ ∈ E(T )′ occurs.
So it is a connected, piecewise linear space. Its dimension as a real manifold (in fact
an orbifold) is 2N .

→ → →
Figure 3: The basic flip of and edge e between triangulations occurs when ✓(e) = 0 FigFlip

4

SL(2,C)
DN+3 = CN+3/SL(2,C) ' CN

dµ(z4, · · · , zN+3) =?

������ ���	�F. David, March 17, 2014 Quantum Gravity in Paris 2014
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Transition between Delaunay triangulations by edge flips

the flip  of link     occurs when ✓(e) = 0e

Moving the points allows to explore the whole space of 
Delaunay triangulations and of dressed abstract triangulations

F. David, March 17, 2014 Quantum Gravity in Paris 2014
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Elementary example: the hexahedron (5 points)
moving the 5th point

1

2
3

4

5

F. David, March 17, 2014 Quantum Gravity in Paris 2014
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1st question:  Which sets of edges form independent basis for the 
angles?
Answer: The sets whose complementary form a cycle-rooted-
spanning-tree of the triangulation with odd length cycle

F. David, March 17, 2014 Quantum Gravity in Paris 2014
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2nd question:  what is the Jacobian of the change of angle variables 
between two basis of edges?

Answer:  Jacobian = 1 !

Indeed...

So, the measure over the points is given locally (for a given 
Delaunay triangulation) by a simple Jacobian

Figure 4: A triangulation T (with one point at ∞) and an odd CRST ¯E
0

(thick lines).
Its complement E

0

(dashed edges) form an independent basis of angle variables. pointinfty-CRST

A first step to study this space is to construct for any triangulation T in T̃N+3 a
basis E

0

⊂ E(T ) of 2N independent edges, such that given the 2N independent angles{✓(e), e ∈ E
0

}, they are always independent and the remaining N +3 {✓(e′), e′ ∉ E
0

} can
be reconstructed out of the N + 3 constraints 2.1. Such basis are characterized by the
following theorem, which is most plausibly already known

Theorem 2.1 A set E
0

⊂ E(T ) of 2N edges, is a basis if and only if its complementary
¯E
0

= E(T ) � E
0

form a cycle-rooted spanning tree of the triangulation T , whose cycle is
of odd length.

A cycle-rooted spanning tree (CRST) t of a graph G is a connected subgraph of G
which contains all the vertices of G and has as many edges as vertices. It is composed
of a single cycle and of trees attached to this cycle. See fig. 4

Choosing a specific basis of independent edges angles {✓(e); e ∈ E
0

}, i.e; an odd
CRST on T ∗, is not very important. Indeed one has

theorem2 Theorem 2.2 The measure on T̃N+3 can be written

µ(T, d✓) = 1

2

uniform(T ) × �
e∈E0(T )

d✓(e) (2.4) eqmeasuretdTdthetaE0bis

and is independent of a choice of basis E
0

(T ) ⊂ E(T ) for each triangulation T .

We now look at the induced measure on the space DN+3 of Delaunay triangulations
on the plane. For simplicity, from now on we consider triangulations T with N + 3
vertices, such that the first three points (z

1

, z
2

, z
3

) are fixed, and can be taken to be

5

the three vertex of a given triangle f
0

of T . The remaining variables are the complex
coordinates Z�{1,2,3} = z = (z

4

,�, zN+3) of the N free points. For a given z ∈ CN

there is generically a single Delaunay triangulation T . We shall denote ✓e the angle
associated to the edge e of T , and wf the complex coordinate of the center of the circle
circumscribed to the triangle f .

So this measure is simply given locally by a Jacobian determinant

µ(T, d✓) = dµ(z) = N+3�
v=4

d2zv �det �JT (z)�{1,2,3}× ¯E0�� (2.5)

where d2z = dz ∧ dz̄ is the flat measure on C, and with JT (z)�{1,2,3}× ¯E0 the 2N × 2N
Jacobian matrix (associated to a basis E

0

of independent edges) obtained from the(2N + 6) × 3N partial derivative matrix JT (z)
JT (z) = � @✓e

@(zv, z̄v)� e ∈E(T )
v∈V(T )

(2.6)

by removing the 6 lines associated to the three fixed vertices (z
1

, z̄
1

, z
2

, z̄
2

, z
2

, z̄
3

). From
theorem 2.2 the Jacobian determinant is independent of the choice of E

0

. So

Definition 2.2 The N point density measure associated to the (Delaunay) triangula-
tions T with the 3 fixed points {1,2,3} is

DT (z)�{1,2,3} = �det �JT (z)�{1,2,3}× ¯E0�� (2.7) defDJacob

It is a function of the N + 3 coordinates z = (z
1

,�, zN+3), and is well defined when no
points coincide.

The matrix elements of JT (z) are easy to calculate. For a given triangulation T ,
the elements

Jv,e = @✓e
@zv

, Jv̄,e = @✓e
@z̄v

(2.8)

are non zero only if the vertex v is a vertex of one of the two triangles f and f ′ that
share the edge e (see fig. 2). With the notations of fig. 2 one has explicitly for the edge
e = (v

1

, v
2

)
Jv1,e = i
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x

� (2.9) JveExpl

2.3 Spanning trees representation of D
2.9 implies that D(z) is locally a rational function of the (zi, z̄i), and is the determinant
of a "derivative-like" operator involving only neighbors vertices and links in the trian-
gulation T , like Dirac and Laplace operators. The determinant of Laplace operators on
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So this measure is simply given locally by a Jacobian determinant

µ(T, d✓) = dµ(z) = N+3�
v=4

d2zv �det �JT (z)�{1,2,3}× ¯E0�� (2.5)

where d2z = dz ∧ dz̄ is the flat measure on C, and with JT (z)�{1,2,3}× ¯E0 the 2N × 2N
Jacobian matrix (associated to a basis E

0

of independent edges) obtained from the(2N + 6) × 3N partial derivative matrix JT (z)
JT (z) = � @✓e

@(zv, z̄v)� e ∈E(T )
v∈V(T )

(2.6)

by removing the 6 lines associated to the three fixed vertices (z
1

, z̄
1

, z
2

, z̄
2

, z
2

, z̄
3

). From
theorem 2.2 the Jacobian determinant is independent of the choice of E

0

. So

Definition 2.2 The N point density measure associated to the (Delaunay) triangula-
tions T with the 3 fixed points {1,2,3} is

DT (z)�{1,2,3} = �det �JT (z)�{1,2,3}× ¯E0�� (2.7) defDJacob

It is a function of the N + 3 coordinates z = (z
1

,�, zN+3), and is well defined when no
points coincide.

The matrix elements of JT (z) are easy to calculate. For a given triangulation T ,
the elements
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@zv

, Jv̄,e = @✓e
@z̄v

(2.8)

are non zero only if the vertex v is a vertex of one of the two triangles f and f ′ that
share the edge e (see fig. 2). With the notations of fig. 2 one has explicitly for the edge
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1
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� 1
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� 1
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� 1
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2.3 Spanning trees representation of D
2.9 implies that D(z) is locally a rational function of the (zi, z̄i), and is the determinant
of a "derivative-like" operator involving only neighbors vertices and links in the trian-
gulation T , like Dirac and Laplace operators. The determinant of Laplace operators on
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Hyperbolic volume of triangle = volume of ideal tetrahedron 
above the triangle in hyperbolic Poincaré half-space

where ✏(F) = ±1 is a sign factor, coming from the topology of T and of F , that will be
defined later.

This theorem is non trivial, and is not obtained simply by expanding the determinant
of TT (z) in terms of permutations. Its proof involves techniques developed in the
derivation of the very nice and useful representation of D, that we present in Th. 2.6.

Remark: The trees I, I ′ and I ′′ play equivalent roles, but only the lines of the first
two appear in the r.h.s. of 2.10. Each term in the sum is complex, but exchanging I
and I ′ exchanges the zv’s and the z̄v’s, and in fact does not changes the sign of the
✏(F) prefactor, so that the determinant is real. (To check)

2.10 shows that DT (z) diverge when two or more points zv coincide. However it
allows to control the singularity.

ThConvD Theorem 2.4 Each individual term in the sum of 2.10 is singular when some zv’s
coincide, but the associated measure

dµF(z) =�
v∉△

d2zv ��e=(v→v′)∈I
1

zv − zv′ × ��e=(v→v′)∈I′
1

z̄v − z̄v′ (2.11)

is well defined and absolutely integrable.

The fact that the total determinant D(z) defines an integrable measure is not sur-
prising, since the original flat measure µ(T,✓) over the angles ✓(e) is finite. The
decomposition 2.10 is interesting since it takes into account many cancellations in the
expansion of the determinant, so that each term is also integrable, and can be used to
study the properties of the measure.

2.4 D as a Kähler volume form and hyperbolic geometry

Here we show that the space DN+3 � CN of Delaunay triangulations with 3 point fixed
is embodied with a natural structure of a N -dimensional Kähler manifold, and that
the measure determinant D(z) is nothing but the volume form for this Kähler metric.

In the geometry of circle packings and circle patterns in 2 dimensions, 3 dimensional
hyperbolic geometry plays a central role. Let us recall a few definitions and basic facts.
The complex plane C is considered as the boundary of the 3 dimensional hyperbolic
space H

3

, represented by the upper half-space above C. Adding the point at ∞, the
Riemann sphere S

2

is therefore the boundary of the 3 dimensional Poincaré ball B
3

.

Definition 2.4 (Hyperbolic volume of a triangle) Let f = (z
1

, z
2

, z
3

) be a (ori-
ented) triangle in C. The hyperbolic volume Vol(f) of the triangle f is the hyperbolic
volume of the ideal tratraedron in H

3

with vertices (z
1

, z
2

, z
3

,∞) on its boundary. In
term of the coordinates it is given by the Bloch-Wigner function

Vol(f) = Im(Li
2

(z)) + ln(�z�)Arg (1 − z) with z = z
3

− z
1

z
2

− z1 (2.12) VolHLi
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In term of the angles (↵
1

,↵
2

,↵
3

) of the triangle it is given by

Vol(f) = L(↵
1

) +L(↵
2

) +L(↵
2

) (2.13) VolHd

where L is the Lobatchevski-Milnor function

L(↵) = −ˆ ↵

0

d✓ log(2 sin(✓)) (2.14) LobL

See fig. 6. Vol(f) satisfies the basis variation formula (`i being the length of the side
of the triangle opposite to the angle i.

dVol(f) = − �
3 angles

d↵i ln(sin(↵i)) = − �
3 angles

d↵i ln(`i)) (2.15) dVolH

Figure 6: A triangle f = (z
1

, z
2

, z
3

) in the plane and the associated ideal tetrahedron
in the upper-space H

3

. fIdealT

Now let us consider a planar Euclidean triangulation ˜T on the sphere and the
associated Delaunay triangulation T in C, where 3 points are fixed. We define an
action (or prepotential) AT for T simply as

Definition 2.5 (Action of a triangulation) The action AT of a Delaunay triangu-
lation T is defined as minus the sum of the hyperbolic volumes of its faces (triangles)

AT = − �
triangles f∈F(T )

Vol(f) (2.16) ATsumV

9
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Define the matrix 

Theorem:
 

1.        is a Kähler form on               i.e.  

2.         is countinuous (no discontinuity when a flip occurs)

3. The measure determinant is the Kähler volume form

The (2N x 2N) Jacobian has been reduced to a N x N Kähler 
determinant! But this is not a determinantal process!

Remark: Some care should be exercised in this definition with the 3 fixed points and
the point at ∞. Here we shall consider two cases:

case1 Point at infinity: The Delaunay triangulation T contains the point at ∞, v∞ as one
of the died points. As depicted in fig. 2.1, the faces that do not contain the point
at ∞ are contained within the convex hull of the Delaunay triangulation of the
remaining points zv ≠ ∞. The faces that contain v∞ are of the form f = (v, v′, v∞)
with e = (v, v′) an edge of the convex hull„ and hence are such that Vol(f) = 0.
They do not contribute to AT which becomes

AT = − �
triangles f⊂ convex hull

Vol(f) (2.17) ATzinfty

case2 Fixed face: The 3 fixed points (v
1

, v
2

, v
3

) are the vertices of a triangle f
0

of T . Then,
by a well chosen SL(2,C) transformation, this face can be taken to be the exterior
face of T , namely all the other points are inside the (circumscribed circle to the)
exterior face f

0

. Then AT is

AT = ��− �
triangles f≠f0

Vol(f)�� + Vol(f
0

) (2.18) AT3z

The + sign for the contribution of the exterior face f
0

comes from the fact that
it is now clockwise oriented, instead of anti-clockwise as the internal faces of T .
Since the 3 points z

1

, z
2

, z
3

are fixed, this Vol(f
0

) will not play any role in what
follows anyway.

case3 General case The general case is to consider an arbitrary Delaunay triangulation of
the Riemann sphere, mapped by stereographic mapping on the complex plane,
and to associate the algebraic hyperbolic volume Vol(f) to each triangle. It may
be positive or negative depending on the orientation of f .

Definition 2.6 (Hermitian form) The space DN+3 � CN of Delaunay triangulations
with three fixed point (z

1

, z
2

, z
3

) (in one of the two above discussed cases), parametrized
by the N remaining points z = (z

4

,�, zN+3) is embodied with the Hermitian form D

Duv̄(z) = @

@zu

@

@z̄v
AT (z) (2.19) Dkd2zA

This form is defined locally for non-coinciding points and in each sub-domain of CN

corresponding to a given triangulation T . One has the two following results:

DasKahler Theorem 2.5 (D as a Kähler form) The Hermitian form D is positive, and con-
tinuous on DN+3, away from coinciding points configurations. Hence it is a continuous
Kähler form, whose prepotential is A.

10

Duv̄ DN+3

Duv̄
TDasKha Theorem 2.6 (The measure as a Kähler volume form) The measure over De-

launay triangulation is the volume form of D

DT (z)�{1,2,3}) = det �(Du,v̄) u,v ≠{1,2,3}
� (2.20) DdetDk

This means that the measure DT (z)�{1,2,3}), which is defined as the determinant of a
2N ×2N real Jacobian matrix, can be written as a simpler N ×N complex determinant.

Th. 2.5 follows from the explicit geometrical form of the Hermitean form D, that
we discuss below, and of its conformal properties. The fundamental result is Th. 2.6,
2.20, whose proof relies on tools common to Th. 2.3.

2.5 Geometrical form of D and conformal properties

Elementary plane geometry, using the differential of the hyperbolic volume function
2.15 leads to the explicit form for the matrix elements Duv̄ of D. First D can be
decomposed into a sum of contributions for each triangle f of T .

Du,v̄ =�
f

Du,v̄(f) , Du,v̄(f) = − @2

@zu@z̄v
Vol(f) (2.21) DsumDf

Each Du,v̄(f) is non-zero only if the vertices u and v belongs to the triangle f .

Figure 7: A triangle f = (v
1

, v
2

, v
3

). (e
1

, e
2

, e
3

) denote both the edges of f and the mid-
dle point of the edges. f denote both the triangle and the center of the circumscribed
circle. R is the radius of the circumscribed circle. triangleS1

For a given triangle f , depicted on Fig. 7, with (anti clockwise oriented) vertices(v
1

, v
2

, v
3

), oriented angles (↵
1

,↵
2

,↵
3

) and circumscribed radius R, the 3 × 3 matrix

11

D > 0
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H =
det

�
D\a,b,c

(z)
�

|�3(za, zb, zc)|2

�3(za, zb, zc) = (za � zb)(za � zc)(zb � zc)

z ! w =
az + b

cz + d
with ad� bc = 1

H(z) =

�����

N+3Y

i=1

w0(zi)

�����

2

H(w) =
N+3Y

i=1

1

|czi + d|2
H(w)

Independence of the 3 fixed points and                invarianceSL(2,C)

is independent of the choice of points

dµ(z) = d2z det(D) is a conformal point process 

F. David, March 17, 2014 Quantum Gravity in Paris 2014

lundi 17 mars 14



1. Continuum and discrete 2D gravity: what remains 
to be understood?

2. Circle packings and circle patterns

3. Delaunay circle patterns and planar maps

4. A measure over planar triangulations

5. Kähler geometry over triangulation space and 3D 
hyperbolic geometry

6. Discretized Faddev-Popov operator and 
Polyakov’s 2D gravity

7. Conclusion, open questions

F. David, March 17, 2014 Quantum Gravity in Paris 2014
lundi 17 mars 14



Local representation of D as a sum over triangles 
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2.20, whose proof relies on tools common to Th. 2.3.
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Elementary plane geometry, using the differential of the hyperbolic volume function
2.15 leads to the explicit form for the matrix elements Duv̄ of D. First D can be
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1
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2
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3

), oriented angles (↵
1

,↵
2

,↵
3

) and circumscribed radius R, the 3 × 3 matrix
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D(f) reads

D(f) = 1

8R(f)2 ���
cot(↵

2

) + cot(↵
3

) − cot(↵
3

) − i − cot(↵
2

) + i− cot(↵
3

) + i cot(↵
3

) + cot(↵
1

) − cot(↵
1

) − i− cot(↵
2

) − i − cot(↵
1

) + i cot(↵
1

) + cot(↵
2

)
��� (2.22) DfExpl

This can be rewritten as a real and imaginary part

D(f) = −1
8R(f)2 �2�0

(f) + iE(f)� (2.23) DfDelE

where �
0

(f) is symmetric real, and E(f) the totally antisymmetric Levi-Civita tensor.
�

0

(f) is nothing but the contribution of the triangle f to the discretized scalar Laplace-
Beltrami operator on the triangulation T in the plane.

It is easy to check that D(f) has 2 zero eigenvalues �
1

= �
2

= 0, with right eigen-
vectors (1,1,1) and (z̄

1

, z̄
2

, z̄
3

), and a non trivial positive one

�
3

= 1

4R2

(cot(↵
1

) + cot(↵
2

) + cot(↵
3

)) > 0 if f non-flat & counterclockwise oriented
(2.24) positive

From D(f) ≥ 0 and 11.7, the positivity of the Hermitean form DT follows.
To establish the continuity of D, one shows that the matrix elements of D are

continuous when a flip of an edge occurs. As depicted in Fig. 8, the flip of an edge e =(v
1

, v
2

)→ e′ = (v
3

, v
4

) occurs when the two triangles f = (v
1

, v
2

, v
3

) and f ′ = (v
2

, v
1

, v
4

)
have the same radii R = R′, so that their respective centers coincide wf = wf ′ . Then
it is easy to check from 11.4 that the matrix elements for the link e vanish, as well as
those for the flipped link e′ on th flipped triangulation T ′,

Dv1v̄2 = 0 , Dv2v̄1 = 0 (2.25)

while the other matrix elements Duv̄ and D′uv̄ are unchanged. This establishes Th. 2.5

Figure 8: A flip FlipDet
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D as a discretized Fadeev-Popov determinant!

Local derivatives from vertices         faces

D can be written as

«continuous form» with complex functions treated as real 
vector fields

Another simple property of the matrix D(f) for a triangle f = (z
1

, z
2

, z
3

) is

3�
i,j=1

z2i Di|̄(f) z̄2j = 1

2

Area(f) (2.26)

with Area(f) the algebraic area of the triangle f .
Using Th. 2.6 the measure determinant D can be shown to have nice properties

under global confomal SL(2,C) transformations. For instance, let us define D�a,b,c the
N×N matrix obtained from the general form Duv̄ by removing three (distinct) arbitrary
points (va, vb, vc) of the triangulations T . Comparing two different choices of these 3
points (which fix the SL(2,C) invariance, one has

Proposition 2.1 The function H(z) defined as

H = det

�D�a,b,c(z)���
3

(za, zb, zc)�2 (2.27) Hdens

with �

3

the Vandermonde determinant for the 3 points

�

3

(za, zb, zc) = (za − zb)(za − zc)(zb − zc) (2.28)

is independent of the choice of the three distance points (a, b, c). Morover, it is a weight
(1,1) function under global SL(2,C) conformal transformations, namely

z → w = az + b
cz + d with ad − bc = 1 , w′(z) = @w

@z
= 1(cz + d)2 (2.29)

namely

H(z) = �N+3�
i=1

w′(zi)�2H(w) = N+3�
i=1

1�czi + d�2H(w) (2.30)

2.6 D as a discretized Faddeev-Popov operator

Another nice representation of the Kähler form D leads to the connexion with the
continuous formulations of 2 dimensional gravity. Let us define a discretized complex
derivative operator on Delaunay triangulations.
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This corresponds to the naive definition of the derivative of the function � pointwise
defined on the vertices zi of the triangulation T , and interpolated linearly inside each
triangle. Indeed, if � is linear over C, �(vi) = a + b zi + c z̄i, then ∇� = b and ∇� = c.
These operators ∇ and ∇ differs from the @ and ¯@ operators usually considered in the
theory of discrete analytic functions (as far as we know, it is not possible to define
standard discrete analyticity on generic Delaunay triangulations).

The scalar product of the local operator D(f) relative to a single triangle f between
two functions of CV(T ) takes the specific form

Proposition 2.2

� ⋅D(f) ⋅ = �
i,j vertices of f

�(vi)Di|(f) (vj) = Area(f)
R(f)2 ∇�(f) ∇ (f) (2.34) PhiDPsi

This formula is very suggestive. Remember that D = ∑f D(f) is a complex Kähler
form and can be viewed as a linear operator acting on the space of real vector fields
V (living on the vertices of T ). For this, it is enough to identify a complex function
 ∈ CV(T ) with a real vector field with real components in the coordinate z = x1 + ix2

( 1, 2) = (Re( ), Im( )) (2.35) Psixy

or in complex component notations

( z, z̄) = ( , ) (2.36) Psizzbar

Now let us denote wf the complex coordinate of the center of the circle circumscribed
to the triangle f , the area of the triangle as a volume element

Area(f) = d2wf (2.37) AreaW

and the R(f)−2 factor as a “quantum area” Liouville factor

1

R(f)2 = e

�(wf ) (2.38) LiouvPhi

Then we can rewrite formally (by summing 2.34 over the faces) the scalar Kähler
product of two vector fields as an integral

� ⋅D ⋅ = ˆ d2w e

�(w) @z̄�z(w) @z z̄(w) (2.39) DasFP

This is very reminiscent of the conformal gauge fixing Fadeev-Popov operator intro-
duced by Polyakov in his famous 1981 paper. Remember that the functional integral
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This is a discrete version of the Faddeev-Popov 
determinant in Polyakov’s formulation of two 
dimensional gravity and of non-crititical string 
theory !
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Functional integral over 2d Riemannian metrics, conformal gauge

Faddeev-Popov ghost systems

Integrating over the b’s only one gets

D is nothing but the discretised FP determinant

and
plays the role of a Liouville field on the Voronoï lattice 

over 2-dimensional Riemanian metrics gab(z) is performed by choosing a conformal
gauge

gab(z) = �ab e

�(z) (2.40) ConfG

This gauge fixing introduces a Faddev-Popov determinant in the functional measureˆ D[gab] = ˆ D[�] det(∇FP) (2.41) GMeas

where ∇FP is the differential operator that maps vector fields Ca onto traceless sym-
metric tensors Bab via

Bab = (∇FPC)ab =DaCb +DbCa − gabDcC
c (2.42) FPD

In the conformal gauge and in complex coordinates one has C = (Cz, C z̄) and

(∇FPC)zz = e

−� @z̄C
z , (∇FPC)z̄z̄ = e

−� @zC
z̄ , (∇FPC)zz̄ = (∇FPC)z̄z = 0 (2.43) FPDz

The determinant is usually computed by introducing a ghost-antighost system

c = (cz, cz̄) = (c, c̄) , b = (bzz, bz̄z̄) = (b,¯b) (2.44) bcsystem

and writing

det(∇FP) = ˆ D[c,b] exp�ˆ d2z e

� (bzz(∇c)zz + bz̄z̄(∇c)z̄z̄)� (2.45) FPdetbc

In the standard approach one treats separately the holomorphic (b, c) and anti-
holomorphic (¯b, c̄) ghost fields. Each of them is a conformal field theory and contribute
by a central charge c = −13 to the conformal anomaly. One may however integrate over
the anti-ghosts b = (b,¯b), keeping only the ghosts c = (c, c̄). One then obtain

det(∇FP) = ˆ D[c] exp�ˆ d2z e

� @zc
z̄ @z̄c

z� (2.46) FPdetc

One recognize the Kähler form D that appears in 2.39. Therefore the Kähler operator
D defined on the Delaunay triangulation T is in fact a correct discretization of the
conformal gauge Fadeev-Popov operator of 2 dimensional gravity

D = ∇FP (2.47) DisFP

while the field �(f) defined by 2.38 in term of the radii of the triangles

�(f) = −2 log(R(f)) (2.48)

and which lives on the vertices of the Voronoy lattice, dual to the Delaunay triangula-
tion T , is an attractive discretization of the Liouville field of the continuous formulation.

2.7 Relation with planar maps
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1. Continuum and discrete 2D gravity: what remains 
to be understood?

2. Circle packings and circle patterns

3. Delaunay circle patterns and planar maps

4. A measure over planar triangulations

5. Kähler geometry over triangulation space and 3D 
hyperbolic geometry

6. Discretized Faddev-Popov operator and Polyakov’s 
2D gravity

7. Conclusion, open questions
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•Discrete model with exact conformal invariance!

• Is it possible to define a stress-energy tensor?

Yes, but not very useful (yet) since

•Positivity and convexity properties for the measure?
Yes!  
Delaunay triangulations maximize the prepotential (easy)
But also the Kahler volume form (non trivial)

•Can one find an explicit expression for the measure?

Unclear, except in the isoradial case (curvature = 0)

•Can we derive the Liouville action as the effective action 
for the (coarse-grained or exact?) local conformal factor ?

(T (z) , T̄ (z̄))

c
total

= 0

'
Liouville

= �2 log(R
triangle

) = log(⇢
points

)
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• Is this model related to topological gravity?
Yes, the measure can be written in term of Chern classes 
of the moduli space of punctured surfaces
But not exactly the usual ones

•Other (quasi)-conformal embeddings of planar maps?
Exact uniformization? (see e.g. N. Curien recent work)
Other representations from algebraic geometry?
Work in progress

• Integrability?
Unclear yet.

•Coupling to background classical metric? 
Yes. Work in progress.

•Surfaces with boundaries & higher genus? Matter fields? 
Not difficult to formulate, to be done.
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